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Final spring enrollment numbers 
bounced back from a below-average start 
earlier in the semester, putting administra-
tors’ minds at ease.
Enrollment for the spring semester, 
which included the winter term, landed 
at 19,640, up 243 students from the en-
rollment report given on March 23 at the 
Board of Regents committee meetings.
The news came as a relief for several 
WKU administrators, who worried what a 
low spring enrollment could do to WKU’s 
shrinking budget.
President Gary Ransdell shared in that 
relief.
“Enrollment is our life’s blood,” Rans-
dell said. “We are about even with last year. 
Given this economic environment and all 
this uncertainty, that is a good thing. It 
gives us confi dence when putting a budget 
together.”
Ann Mead, vice president for Finance 
and Administration, said that fewer students 
than expected is bad news, as fewer students 
means less money to fund the university.
Students, staff and faculty members vol-
unteered to be at the receiving end of a taser 
Tuesday night at Ransdell Hall, shooting 
1,200 volts of electricity through their body 
as a part of the University Police Academy.
The UPA was established in 1996 to de-
velop relationships between WKUPD and 
the campus community, said Mandi John-
son, public information offi cer for WK-
UPD.
Johnson said she’s was surprised that 
students from the UPA volunteered to be 
shocked. Usually the Explorers volunteer, 
but there weren’t any to volunteer this year.
“We offered it to the class and to my 
surprise fi ve people raised their hands.” she 
said. “I think it is great they are so involved 
in participating in the class. Three students, 
one staff and one faculty have volunteered.”
St. Joseph, Mich., freshman Sam Hels-
ley said being tased is something she’s al-
ways wanted to do.
“I thought I’d regret it if I didn’t do it 
and I wanted to know what it feels like 
when it happens to other people,” she said.
Helsley said she has always been inter-
ested in the law enforcement even if she 
doesn’t join it.
“I’m nervous but it’s only three seconds 
of pain, but once it’s over, it’s over,” she 
said.
Johnson said taser International has a 
protocol that the taser instructor follows, as 
well as WKUPD’s department protocol.
“Participants in the UPA get to know us 
individually and as a department really well 
during the course,” she said. “We get to 
know them as well. If they need something 
from us in the future they will feel comfort-
able coming to us.” 
Green Castle, Ind., senior Ryan Heiney 
said being shot by a taser is something he 
can tell his friends he did.
“It’s just something I’ve always thought 
about and I’ll have a better respect for this 
mode of defense,” he said. “Plus, I’m a lit-
tle cocky and a little brave and I’ll try any-
thing once.”
Johnson said 20 people will graduate 
from the UPA with knowing the ins and 
outs of the police department. 
“This in turn will give us 20 contacts in 
the WKU community,” she said. “Through 
word of mouth, others will become familiar 
with how we operate and the services we 
offer.”
Bryan Anderson received a standing 
ovation after giving an inspiring speech 
about keeping a positive outlook on life.
The Iraq war veteran lost both legs 
and his left hand after an improvised 
explosive device went off while he was 
deployed in 2005.
However, Anderson said nothing 
has changed since then. He still snow-
boards, skis and rock climbs, among 
other things.
“As you see me now, there’s not a 
lot I can’t do,” he said. “Yeah, I’m in a 
wheelchair, but I’m not disabled in any 
way.”
Anderson spoke about his experi-
ences in and post-Iraq to WKU students 
and community members Tuesday night 
at Downing University Center.
He told the story of the bombing in 
detail and his experiences afterward. 
He said he saw his family as soon as he 
woke up in the hospital, and that gave 
him strength.
“Not only was my mom there but 
my twin brother, my sister — my whole 
family was there, and that was all I 
needed to see,” he said. “That showed 
me that no matter what happened in my 
life, my family was going to support 
me, and that gave me the courage to just 
start doing what I wanted to do.”
Anderson said he worked hard at his 
rehabilitation and had a healthy mental 
state at fi rst, but at one point he went 
through a depressed phase. 
It took a trip to Las Vegas to see his 
best friend and a call from his brother to 
snap him out of it. Anderson’s brother 
gave him a Rise Against CD, and An-
derson said he listened to the song “Sur-
vivor.”
“That resonated in me, and I felt like I 
grabbed the fi rst rung of that ladder and was 
pulling myself out of that hole,” he said.
SHELBY MACK/HERALD
Bryan Anderson shakes hands and signs books after giving a keynote address in the Downing Univer-
sity Center Auditorium Tuesday evening. Anderson lost both his legs and his left hand when he was 
hit by an IED during his second tour of duty in Iraq and has since tried to live his life to the fullest.
By NATALIE HAYDEN
news@wkuherald.com
Triple-amputee Iraq veteran inspires with his story
SEE VETERAN, PAGE 2
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Nashville senior Onyx Donaldson screams in pain as electricity from a taser gun runs through her body. Donaldson was one of several volun-
teers that decided to see what it was like to be hit with a stun gun. Despite being nervous, Donaldson said she did it to prove to her boyfriend 






UPA volunteers experience shock of stun gun
SEE TASE, PAGE 3





Workers in the Downing University 
Center food court wore wet rags around 
their necks to keep cool.
Students fl ooded the patio area for 
lunch because the temperature outside felt 
better than inside the building.
Starting Monday, air conditioning was 
off in the building for more than 24 hours, 
causing the Academic Advising and Re-
tention Center to close nine hours early on 
Tuesday. Water pipes were also shut off for 
part of Tuesday.
DUC is in the preliminary phase of a 
$49 million renovation, which began last 







SEE DUC, PAGE 3
Derrick Gordon 
leaves WKU see 
Sports Front
I’ll have a better 
respect for this 
mode of defense."
—RYAN HEINEY
Green Castle, Ind. senior
I'm nervous but 
it's only three 
seconds of pain, 
but once it's over, 
it's over.
—SAM HELSLEY
St. Joseph, Mich. freshman









The Pointe at Western
Free rent on the month of your birthday, 
and 2 free months of rent when you sign 
your lease!
270.781.5600
720 Patton Way   Bowling Green, KY 42104
www.campusapts.com/pointewestern Find us on Facebook & Twitter
Clubhouse with WIFI access  Exciting community events  Free 
resident & guest parking  Game room with lounge areas  
Maintenance 24/7  Modern fitness center  Picnic areas w/ grills  
Resident lounge  Sand volleyball court  Sparkling pool  Tanning dome
Community Amenities
Individual leases  Fully furnished  High speed internet access in 
bedrooms  Full kitchen  Private full size washer & dryer 
 Private bathrooms  Private patio or balcony
Unit Amenities
Anderson is the recipient 
of a Purple Heart award, has 
been featured on the cover 
of Esquire magazine and has 
made guest appearances on a 
few television shows. A few 
months ago, he worked with 
USA Cares to start the Sgt. 
Bryan Anderson Jobs for Ken-
tucky Veterans Fund.
“It’s important for every-
body to get jobs, especially 
returning veterans, because 
they have great work skills 
that don’t get utilized,” he 
said.
Besides finding jobs for 
veterans, Anderson said they 
are also helping veterans pre-
pare for the work force.
WKU alumnus Capt. Tyler 
Rice said Anderson’s attitude 
about life is inspiring.
“I wish more people 
thought like that,” Rice said. 
“It’s a great outlook on life.”
Rice is also an Iraq veteran 
and is currently working full-
time in the National Guard in 
Bowling Green.
Prior to Anderson’s speech, 
singer and songwriter John 
Parr performed a few of his 
songs, including the 1980s hit 
“St. Elmo’s Fire.”
Parr, an English musician, 
said after visiting America in 
the 1980s and seeing how un-
favorably veterans were treat-
ed back then, he decided he 
wanted to raise awareness for 
charities that help veterans.
“The military are ordinary 
people that are trained to do 
extraordinary things,” he said. 
“But then they must come 
back and be ordinary people 
again. I want to help ease that 
transition.”
Parr also played a song 
he had just finished writing 
the night before and that no-
body had heard before, called 
“Nothing Has Changed.” He 
said it was dedicated to An-
derson.
“The words ‘hero’ and ‘ex-
traordinary’ are not used light-
ly,” Parr said. “And I couldn’t 
think of anyone more fitting 




At the age of seven, Alexandria 
sophomore Keith Pennington saw 
the violin on “Mr. Rogers’ Neigh-
borhood” and knew he wanted to 
play the instrument.
“I told my mom, I wanted to 
play that, and she questioned it,” 
Pennington said.
Coming from a musical fam-
ily, Pennington was inspired to 
take lessons with Elizabeth Ste-
va, a part-time faculty member 
at Northern Kentucky University. 
Pennington’s family has been 
involved in music for as long as 
he can remember. His father is 
the choral director at NKU, his 
mother sings in the church choir 
and his brother sings and plays 
the guitar. 
Pennington studied with Steva 
for 10 years before coming to 
WKU, where he studies with Ch-
ing-yi Lin, an assistant professor 
of music.
“He will do things asked of 
him repeatedly in his lessons and 
tries to improve every week,” Lin 
said.
Pennington has now played 
the violin for 12 years and has 
recently started taking lessons on 
the viola.
Pennington is a music educa-
tion major and plans to work as 
a music teacher.   Lin explained 
that as part of his training, he 
observes a class that she teaches 
and even helps with her beginner 
class.
“(He) works with kids as 
young as four,” Lin said. “He’ll 
help tune the kids’ (instruments) 
and adjust the violins.”
Lin said he was very sweet with 
all the children, and she believes 
it is because of his approach.
“He tries to tailor to each kid’s 
personal needs,” Lin said. “This 
is a good thing, because not every 
student is the same.”
He also observes with Andrew 
Braddock, an adjunct instructor 
of viola. 
“He observes lessons, takes 
notes and then later in the week, 
he repeats the lesson with the stu-
dent,” Braddock said.        
Braddock said Pennington 
works with two students that are 
both beginners and seven years 
old.
Braddock said he’s on track to 
be a music teacher.
“It’s a great career for him be-
cause of his personality,” he said.
Pennington has weekly les-
sons with both Braddock and 
Lin. Along with these lessons, he 
works for the music department 
by setting up the stage for con-
certs. 
“He takes his job seriously,” 
said Bill Scott, a professor of mu-
sic.
Scott said Pennington is very 
responsible and enjoys being at 
WKU.
“He’s a gentle giant with the 
temperament to be a leader,” 
Scott said.    
Scott, Braddock and Lin all 
agree that Pennington is a recep-
tive student.
“He’s a curious student,” Lin 
said. “He is very attentive and 
tries very hard.”
Pennington said he spends ev-
ery free moment he can working 
on his craft.
“I’m up here before class and 
between classes,” he said.  “It’s 
like a full-time job.”
Pennington’s musical interests 
have also spread to the piano.
“I didn’t know how dynamic 
the piano can be,” he said.
Pennington’s dream is to build 
an orchestra from the ground up 
in the Kenton County School Dis-




■ Junior Nathan C. Belcher, 
Keen Hall, reported on April 4 
that his cell phone and $45 in 
cash were stolen from his room. 
The value of the theft is $256.
Arrests
■ Freshman Andre D. Pate, Barnes-
Campbell Hall, was arrested on 
April 4 and charged with wanton 
endangerment after putting a gun 
in the face of freshman Tyyeema 
Cleaves, Gilbert Hall. WKUPD 
located and seized the gun.
is for Violinist
Student pursues lifelong dreamV
WKU
A Zto
Each Friday, the Herald brings you a story 




Alexandria sophomore Keith Pennington has been playing the 
violin since he was 8 years old. Now, 12 years later, he is a music 
education major and is giving lessons.
I have a passion for music, and I’d 
like to inspire children to want to 




Due to a Herald error, the date 
on which the WKU Store’s main 
campus location is moving was 
incorrectly identifi ed as taking 
place after commencement in 
an article on the front page in 
the April 3 issue of the Herald. 
The WKU Store will be closed 
April 7-16 and will reopen in 
the Garrett Conference Center 
Ballroom on April 17.
The Herald regrets the error.
The College Heights Herald 
corrects all confi rmed errors 
that are brought to reporters’ 
or editors’ attention. Please call 
745-6011 or 745-5044 to report 
a correction, or email us at edi-
tor@wkuherald.com.
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Trinity Gonzalez, DUC 
evening program coordinator, 
said the renovation isn’t con-
venient but is necessary. 
“For some people, it’s real-
ly increased their workload,” 
Gonzalez said. “For example 
— people who work in the 
WKU Store: They’re mov-
ing to their new location, and 
they’re also moving to Gar-
rett. 
“The whole moving pro-
cess, as anybody knows, is 
awful, and no one likes to 
move.”
Gonzalez said Building 
Service Attendants have to 
adjust too.
BSAs for the building have 
had to change the way they 
take out trash. They used to 
be able to take the elevator to 
the fi rst fl oor, she said.
“Essentially, now there is 
no fi rst fl oor,” she said.
Gonzalez said her staff 
is taking the renovation “in 
strides.”
“We’re doing the best we 
can — we’re trying to stay 
positive because we know it 
will pay off,” she said.
Indianapolis sophomore 
Aaron Snyder is a peer intru-
sive advisor for the AARC. 
Snyder said he hasn’t no-
ticed a drop in attendance of 
the students he advises. He 
said the renovation hasn’t 
bothered him very much, ex-
cept for the problem with the 
air conditioning.
Snyder was working in the 
AARC during the time the air 
conditioning wasn’t working. 
Working in one of the back 
rooms of the AARC was es-
pecially hot, he said.
“Literally, we were work-
ing back there sweating,” 
Snyder said. “I got to work 
yesterday and saw signs were 
up saying the AC still wasn’t 
on. It wasn’t safe for people 
to be back there — it was that 
hot.”
David Oliver, director of 
the Environment, Health and 
Safety department, said his 
department is actively moni-
toring DUC to make sure con-
ditions are safe. 
“We’re monitoring air 
quality and all of the other 
things on a daily basis,” Oli-
ver said. “It’s actually several 
times a day.”
Oliver said they were 
aware of the air condition-
ing problem but weren’t con-
cerned for workers’ safety.
“It was a comfort issue with 
the temperature, not really a 
safety issue,” Oliver said. 
Oliver said his department 
supported the decision for in-
dividual areas of DUC to shut 
down while the air condition-
ing was out.
He said EHS would be 
concerned about air condi-
tioning if the outside temper-
ature were hotter. 
“It would have to be ex-
tremely hot for a long period 
of time,” he said. “Obviously 
it’s not the most comfortable 
situation to have, but those 
things do happen.”
It would not have ap-
proached a safety issue for 
some time, he said.
Bryan Russell, director of 
Planning, Design, and Con-
struction, said some inconve-
niences are normal for proj-
ects of this scale.
“We’re going to have 
bumps in the road,” Russell 
said.
Russell said some delays 
might happen because of all 
the components that are in the 
building.
“It’s not, ‘We’ll cut the 
blue wire,’” he said. “Some 
of them are blue, some of 
them are red, some of them 
are green.
“And inadvertently if one 
of them gets nicked during 
demolition — you know, ba-
sically, you can’t fi nd it — 
you have to go pull through 
lines. So sometimes there are 
delays, and that happens.”
More than 2,000 dresses line 
the walls of Michelle’s Con-
signment Boutique in Bowling 
Green. Rarely will you fi nd two 
dresses that are exactly alike.
“There’s a lot of selection 
and lots of colors,” said Annie 
Malmquist, a Bowling Green 
High School sophomore, while 
shopping for her fi rst prom dress.
Owner Michelle Odle said 
she rarely gets any two dresses 
that are the same style, with the 
exception of bridesmaid dresses.
“We are always able to look 
on the computer and tell you it 
came from Marion County or 
wherever,” Odle said. “We get 
dresses from everywhere.”
Monica Segura, a Michelle’s 
Consignment Boutique employ-
ee, agreed with Odle that the se-
lection is endless. 
Both said customers won’t 
have to worry about showing up 
at their event with the same dress 
as someone else.
“It’s such a variety that I get, 
because I get every brand, every 
style, every color,” Odle said. 
“You hear about the girl who 
shows up and four other girls 
have her dress. I’ve been doing 
this for six years now and never 
once have I heard that com-
plaint.”
Currently, Odle said, the hot 
sellers are multicolored formals 
and the high-low style. How-
ever, she has had a demand re-
cently for wedding gowns.
“For women, we have every-
thing here,” she said. “We get a 
lot of cancelled wedding gowns 
with the tags still on them.”
When a cancelled wedding 
dress comes in, it usually comes 
with everything you would need 
for your wedding, Odle said, in-
cluding the heels, the tiara, the 
skirt for underneath the dress and 
the gloves. Customers could pur-
chase all they need all in one stop.
“When I fi rst started this busi-
ness, I expected I would get a lot 
of divorced or something like 
that, but we actually get a lot of 
new,” Odle said.
For those fi rst-time wedding 
buyers, Michelle’s Consignment 
Boutique offers both brand new 
— tags intact — as well as pre-
viously owned wedding gowns. 
The boutique also offers every-
thing else one might want for 
their big day.
“We have every single thing,” 
Odle said. “We have the brides-
maid dresses, the fl ower girl 
dresses, the wedding dresses — 
just everything.”
Not only does Michelle’s 
Consignment Boutique provide 
for the bride’s big day, the store 
has recently added tuxedo rental 
services for around $100 for tux 
and shoes, Odle said. 
According to the Bridal Asso-
ciation of America, the average 
cost for a wedding tuxedo rental 
is $197.
In addition to a selection that 
can fi t everyone’s needs, the em-
ployees will work with customer 
if they are new to formal wear 
shopping.
“The girl that’s been every-
where, that maybe she’s a little 
harder to fi t — that’s my favorite 
customer,” Odle said. 
Segura said the fi rst thing she 
does is to ask customers what 
they’re going to, how old they 
are, what their preferences are 
and their budget. 
“From there I try to gauge 
their personality,” she said.
As many customers who fi nd 
themselves at Michelle’s Con-
signment Boutique, 15-year-old 
Malmquist was drawn to the bou-
tique because of the affordability.
Odle said that fi rst and fore-
most what makes her store one 
to visit is the value the customer 
receives.
Odle said she offers special 
ordering for sizes 14 and up.




Sheridan Strickland, a high school junior from Newburgh, Ind., looks at 
prom dresses at Michelle’s Consignment Boutique while in Bowling Green 
for a college visit at WKU. Michelle Odle has owned the shop for six years.
WKU wins Tree award
The Arbor Day Foundation named 
WKU a Tree Campus USA for the sec-
ond year in a row. 
 WKU earned the recognition by meet-
ing fi ve standards: having a tree adviso-
ry committee, a campus tree-care plan, 
sponsorship of student service-learning 
projects, an event observing Arbor Day 
and dedicating annual expenditures for a 
campus tree program.
WKU is one of seven schools in the 
state of Kentucky to receive the recogni-
tion.
In February, the Sustainability Track-
ing Assessment and Rating System 
(STARS) gave WKU points based on 
how sustainable the university was.
The grounds section, which includes 
landscaping, was the only section to earn 
the full number of points.
Josh Twardowski, manager of campus 
services for Facilities Management, said 
in February that his department is always 
looking at ways to innovate. 
“The industry always has new things 
to offer,” Twardowski said.
Landscape architect Helen Siewers 
said in a press release that WKU has 
planted 800 trees over the last four years.
Siewers said in the release that “trees 
add immensely to the campus environ-
ment with springtime fl owers, summer-
time shade, fall color, winter beauty and 
wildlife habit all year long.”
Arbor Day in the state of Kentucky is 
the fi rst Friday in April.
Sustainability Coordinator Christian 
Ryan-Downing said that an event cel-




The UPA is open to faculty, staff 
and students, Johnson said. There is 
always a wide range of people who 
participate in the UPA. 
“This class ranges from student-
athletes to the music department and 
everything in between,” she said.
The first thing to do to get in-
volved is to apply, she said. WKUPD 
then runs background checks on all 
applicants and it’s a first come, first 
serve acceptance unless someone 
has something on their record.
The academy breaks down into a 
six-week program one day a week 
on Tuesdays, Johnson said.
During the first week, the acad-
emy has a meet and greet and a 
program overview, and during the 
second week the class performs in-
vestigations and learns about less 
lethal weapons, including the taser 
demonstration, Johnson said.
She said the third week con-
sists of mock traffic stops while 
the fourth week concerns firearms 
safety and a jail tour. The fifth and 
six weeks include live gunfire at the 
range and graduation. 
“This class is for information 
only,” Johnson said. “It is not to 
train people to be police officers.”
TASE
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
“If enrollment is down, I 
have to worry about if we have 
a balanced budget,” Mead 
said. “Why didn’t they return? 
We really need to know why.”
Brian Meredith, associate 
vice president for Enrollment 
Management, pointed to the 
recession and high unemploy-
ment rate as key factors in the 
initial low spring enrollment 
numbers.
“Part of it is economically 
driven,” Meredith said. “Peo-
ple are out of pocket. People 
are challenged right now with 
the economy.”
Pell grants, money from the 
federal government to help 
students pay for college, have 
also been greatly reduced, 
hurting students even more, 
Meredith said.
Fall enrollment reached 
a new university record of 
21,048 students. Numbers typ-
ically dip slightly in the spring 
as some students transfer 
schools, graduate or choose 
not to return, Meredith said. 
Meredith said that the num-
ber of students transferring 
into WKU usually balances 
out those leaving.
Ransdell added that some 
students, unless assisted, sim-
ply can’t pay for a college edu-
cation.
“It’s not a case of being 
overpriced — it’s more a case 
of any price at all,” Ransdell 
said. “There are a lot of fami-
lies that simply can’t afford 
any cost, but we have to charge 
for the services we provide as a 
university.”
Ransdell agreed with Mead 
on needing to understand stu-
dent needs and to help them 
continue their education. Keep-
ing students not only from the 
fall to the spring but from 
freshman to sophomore year is 
of critical importance, he said.
“Our biggest challenge is 
retention — we’ve got to keep 
students from the freshman to 
the sophomore year,” Rans-
dell said. “Historically we 
lose about 25 percent of every 
freshman class going into their 
sophomore year. We’ve got to 
improve on that.
“We’ve got to do every-







the best we 
can — we’re 
trying to stay 
positive be-
cause we 
know it will 
pay off ."
—TRINITY GONZALEZ
DUC evening program coordinator
College Heights Herald • Western Kentucky University  4.6.12
WKUHERALD.COM
"Congress shall make no law 
... abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press ..."
-First Amendment, U.S. 
Constitution
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*Denotes editorial board 
members. The Herald 
publishes on Tuesdays and 
Fridays during the school 
year. The fi rst copy is free 
and additional copies are 50 
cents each, available in the 





The Herald encourages readers to 
write letters and commentaries on 
topics of public interest. Here are a 
few guidelines:
1. Letters shouldn't exceed 250 
words. Commentaries should be 
about 500 words and include a 
picture.
2. Originality counts. Please don't 
submit plagiarized work.
3. For verifi cation, letters and com-
mentaries MUST include your name, 
phone number, home town and 
classifi cation or title.
4. Letters may not run in every edi-
tion due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the right to 
edit all letters for style, grammar, 
length and clarity. The Herald does 
NOT print libelous submissions.
6. Submissions must be received by 
7 p.m. on Sunday and Wednesday.
TOPS to Mellow 
Mushroom opening 
and  a new WKU Store 
in town.
BOTTOMS to no air 
conditioning in DUC on 
Tuesday.
BOTTOMS   to long 
waits at Mellow 
Mushroom.
TOPS to it being nice 
enough to eat outside.
TOPS to the Hot Rods 
season starting up. 
BOTTOMS to DUC 
renovations causing 






LETTER TO THE EDITOR EDITORIAL CARTOON
While the inten-
sity, if not the hubris 
of March Madness 
may have been a 
distraction, you now 
face a very serious 
deadline in your life, 
and no amount of 
merrymaking will 
cause it to disappear. 
I am talking about the 
end of another school 
year, which for some 
also means the end of a college career.
And if American society isn’t bad 
enough at most pro-social behaviors, we 
really stink at the sacred exchange of 
emotions so commonly referred to as 
saying goodbye.  
People come in and out of your life for 
the duration of your life. Whether pain-
ful or pleasant, this will happen time and 
time again between now and the day you 
leave this world. 
Ready or not, it will come. So I would 
encourage you to start now — honing 
your skills at saying goodbye. Make a 
list of all the people who helped you out 
while you were here at WKU and commit 
to the idea of telling them goodbye.  
Maybe it is the lady that took your 
cash or ran your card each day at lunch. 
Maybe it is the guy that cleaned the lock-
ers, the library or the food court.  You 
might want to say goodbye to the people 
you know at the ticket counter or the Pres-
ton Center. There might be a professor, a 
coach, a tutor or a lab partner that needs 
to hear from you. 
Despite what we see on most any tele-
vision channel today, truly happy people 
are not rich, popular or have clever (not) 
nicknames like Snookie. Truly happy 
people have friends.  And to have friends, 
you have to express yourself. You have to 
let people know you appreciate them.  It 
does as much for your ego as it does for 
their egos.
Don’t get caught up in the hype and 
the rush at the end of the semester.  Amer-
icans stink at closure. Take some time to 
say goodbye to the people that make up 
the memories you will carry of WKU. Be-
cause in the end when we are facing Mr. 
Death (and all the years between now and 
then), all we really have are the stories 
in our head of the people we like and the 
people that liked us. Do yourself a favor 
this semester. While you are busy with all 
the other end-of-term stuff (degree plans, 
paying fi nes, lifting holds, getting your 
robes, checking out of your room, hall 
and/or apartment), take some time to tell 
people goodbye.




I just read the article in 
the Herald about the Tray-
von Martin march that was 
held on campus. One of the 
quotes was that “this issue 
wasn’t just about one race.” 
Then why might I ask was 
no one but black Greek or-
ganizations involved?
 Other quotes were about 
how racism and prejudice 
still exist at WKU, but the 
only examples were from 
the 1970s. I’m sorry, but 
I agree the Trayvon Mar-
tin case is about right and 
wrong, but it is also a race 
issue. The only way to fi x 
this race issue is to edu-
cate and work together. So 
I guess what I’m saying is 
something like this rally 
should have been publi-
cized to other organizations 
and the student body as a 
whole.
 Let’s end the hate and 
actually discuss issues go-
ing on at WKU, not vague-
ly mention issues that hap-
pened right after the civil 
rights movement. Finally, 
let’s all remember the Mar-
tin case and do our part to 




should have been 
more publicized
I can be a dinosaur when it comes to 
keeping up with the newest gadgets and 
always seem to prefer the old stuff (I have 
promised never to use a Kindle and to 
always go with the paper books), but I do 
think it’s great that technology is moving 
at such a rapid pace to churn out so many 
new gadgets. 
Yet, I can’t hop on the trend that 
whatever gadget you own somehow 
determines how much you can afford and 
to a certain extent, your class distinction 
and identity. 
I never considered the latter to be such 
a fi ne line when it came to today’s gadgets, 
but the response to Tuesday’s release of 
Instagram and other phone apps reveal 
that I was wrong.
For those who don’t know, Instagram 
is a photo editing app, and a pretty good 
one, too. You can take a picture of nearly 
anything and after a nice sepia tint and 
Walden background, you got yourself with 
pictures that could make you look like a 
professional.
Since its release, it was only available 
for iPhone users, and if you had anything 
resembling a social networking account 
than you saw Instagram everywhere. 
Recently, Instagram decided to release 
the app to Android users, and an uprising 
comparable to the 
rapture ensued.  
The general 
consensus from 
users on Twitter 
and commenters on 
websites that wrote 
articles was: “Why? 
What do Android 
users have anything 
to take pictures of?” 
and “Instagram used 
to be a country club, 
now it’s just a club in the country.”
At fi rst I thought the response was 
funny and showed the trivial side of 
today’s consumerism, but as I kept reading 
more on the response to the release, I was 
once again wrong.
I assume the stereotype of many iPhone 
users is that they think they are some 
privileged group with a phone not many 
people can afford, and that notion makes 
them better than most Android users who 
can buy a smartphone at a variety of 
budget-friendly places. In short, iPhone 
users are hip and classy and Android users 
are tacky and broke.
I don’t know where this high-brow 
elitism many iPhone users have comes 
from, but since it’s associated with many 
Apple products, I guess it goes with the 
‘brand’ mentality some people take up. 
This goes beyond people being 
attached to their phones — it goes into the 
realm of how people use their phones, just 
like clothes and cars, as another form to 
perpetuate classism. 
Someone argued with me the other day 
that it’s not simply about the app coming 
to Android phones, but that it’s the app 
becoming more mainstream, and when 
things become more mainstream, they lose 
“awesomeness.”
My rebuttal is still, so?
I don’t want to live in a society where 
people are determining how hip they are 
because of the phone they use. And while 
it’s nice to think the-comparing-yourself-
to-everyone-else complex ended in high 
school, Instagram’s release to Android 
shows how petty young adults and full-
grown adults can be. Even worse is that 
it’s over an app, of all things.  
While this “Instagram war” is 
embedded in first world privilege (how 
fortunate are we that we can even engage 
in a debate about what smartphone we 
are able to buy?), we need to look at the 
more important things. And Instagram 
and all of its awesomeness just isn’t it. 
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wkuherald.com iPhone AppAndroid App
ACROSS 
1   Hockey great Bobby __
4   Flowed back
9   Grouch
13   __-up; slower Internet 
access
15   Treasure __; valuable fi nd
16   Employ
17   Take a nap
18   Funny fellow
19   Shade trees
20   Capable of learning
22   Take 10
23   Escaped
24   __ day now; soon
26   Seaman
29   Determined
34   __ up; totaled
35   Septic tank alternative
36   Item for confession
37   Fishing worm, for example
38   Rescued
39   Dad's sister
40   Subject for Freud
41   Boring tool
42   Mournful hymn
43   __ courses; classes for 
failing students
45   Clothes bin
46   Deteriorate
47   Throw
48   One of the Three Bears
51   No-shows
56   Has bills to pay
57   Supreme __; God
58   __ and pepper shakers
60   Infrequent
61   Bicyclist Armstrong
62   Night twinkler
63   Observed
64   Lawn tool
65   Secret agent
DOWN
1   Unusual
2   Public uprising
3   Level, as a building
4   Engraver
5   Wide
6   Explosive device
7   Sinister
8   Dead
9   Ladd or Tiegs
10   Irritate
11   Up in __; angry
12   Finest
14   Brochure
21   Clumsy one
25   And not
26   Fencing sword
27   Proverb; saying
28   Colloquial phrase
29   __ in; enjoy
30   Pitcher
31   Seize by force
32   Slight coloring
33   Pass into
35   Long narrative
38   Appropriate
39   Without purpose
41   "Much __ About Nothing"
42   Pub game projectile
44   Wiped away
45   Appetite
47   Consequently
48   Additional amount
49   Take __; subtract
50   French mother
52   Rosary piece
53   Croon
54   Dines
55   __ in the face; insult
59   Attempt
THE Daily Commuter Puzzle by Jacqueline E. Mathews
Call (270)745-2653 to sponsor a puzzle today!
Do you have campus events you would 
like to be included in the 
'TAKE A BREAK' calendar? 
Be sure to let us know!
Email your events to editor@wkuherald.com
@halliepenn22: I dreamed WKU 
was opening a bakery for students to 
run for class credit #wishitweretrue 
-sent 4/2
@TaylorPIMPerton: Thanks to 
all who helped make @WKUKD 
Shamrock Shootout 2012 a suc-
cess! #preventchildabuseamerica-
sent 4/1
@RyleJake: Oh joy. #WKU In-
tramurals is allowing us to play 
TWO full games of softball for a 
regular season. What a freaking 
joke. -sent 4/1
@pirroneejmq1: I understand 
things break. However I do not 
pay good money for 4 days of cold 
showers in bemis. WKU -sent 4/4
@JeffBaynham: Welcome back 
to #WKU David Boyden. One my 
favs. #TrueTopper -sent 4/4
@Pettigrew30: Glad to see Da-
vid Boyden returning as Coach at 
WKU.. defi nitely a good coach and 
mentor -sent 4/4
@LieutenantLoker: I honestly 
don't understand how dumping a 
pile of bones on a lawn is artwork. 
But okay, WKU. -sent 4/4
@MsKissTheCrown: Just spent 
$3.00 on a cup of grapes... WKU 
be doing the most when it comes to 
prices -sent 4/4
@RedCrossTVR: Our biggest 
blood drive of the year kicks off 
next week @WKU!! The drive is 
open to the public and runs from the 
16-18th in Bowling Green. -sent 4/4
@SydneyArvin2: The smell of 
dog food in the morning<<< Only 
at #WKU -sent 4/4
@thedonvespe: I know #WKU 
is having a hard time with DG trans-
ferring. I can understand where he is 
coming from. I'm from New Jersey 
as well. Good Luck DG. -sent 4/5
WKU Block & Bridle Little North American, 
   L.D. Brown Agricultural Exposition Center, 8 a.m.
Softball vs. Troy, WKU Softball Complex, 1 p.m.
Recital: Trombone Studio, Music Hall’s Choral 
   Rehearsal Hall, Free admission, 1 p.m.
Thoughts on Pop Series: Popular Culture Stud-
   ies lectures by Guy Jordan and Angela Jerome, 
   Faculty House, 4 p.m.
Concert: WKU Percussion Ensemble with Mark 
   Berry, Music Hall’s Choral Rehearsal Hall, 
   Free admission, 7:30 p.m.
Planetarium Show: Interpreting the Narrative of 
   our Ancient Earth, Hardin Planetarium, 7 p.m.
Creative Writing Reading Series: Stacia Flee-
   gal, Cherry Hall, room 125, 7 p.m.
Cultural Enhancement Series: Ntozake Shange, 
   Van Meter Hall, Free admission, 7:30 p.m.
Room Naming Ceremony in honor of the late 
   Dr. John C. Wassom, WKU South Campus, 
   room 115, 2 p.m.
Softball vs. Troy, doubleheader, WKU Softball 
   Complex, 5 p.m.
Classifi eds Manager: Alex Weires
advertising@wkuherald.com
 Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for misleading or false claims but can-
not guarantee any ad or claim. Please use caution when answering ads, especially when asked to 
send money or provide credit card information. The College Heights Herald is not responsible 








Now hiring for full time and 
part time retail clerk and 
outside service positions. 
Chemistry/Biology experience 
helpful but not required. 
Fun atmosphere plus bonus 
package. Great summer job. 
Apply in person from 10-6 
at Aqualand 1260 Campbell 
Lane Bowling Green
Need capable, experienced 
help to maintain 5-acre yard. 
Roses, irises, shrubs, hedges, 
trees, koi pond. Can guarantee 
5-10 hours per week; fl exible 




MAKE $8,450 THIS 
SUMMER! Don’t waste 
another summer. Invest in 
a summer of outstanding 
sales and leadership 
training. Find out why 
students with FasTrac 
experience are getting 
great jobs after graduation. 
Call Kyle at 615-403-7445
The April 3 Fun Page was incorrectly sent to 
the printer. The Herald regrets this error.
Passport to Wellness Series: Decrease the 
   Release of Volcanic Panic, Downing University 
   Center, 340, 5:30 p.m.
Physics and Astronomy Public Activity Eve-
   ning, Thompson Complex, 7 p.m.
Film Screening: YERT (Your Environmental 
   Road Trip) with fi lmmakers Ben and Julie Ev-
   ans, MMTH, 7 p.m.
Performance: A Courtroom Drama of Rebirth, 
   directed by Joel Sena, DUC Auditorium, Admis
   sion is $1, 7 p.m.
Concert: WKU Guitar Ensemble with John 
   Martin, Music Hall’s Choral Rehearsal Hall, 
   Free admission, 7:30 p.m.




Best Ice Cream or Frozen Yogurt Place:
Best Late Night Meal Place:
Best Mexican Restaurant:
Best Pizza Place:
Best Place for Appetizers:
Best Place for Dessert:




Best Bank or Credit Union:
Best Car Wash:
Best Cell Phone Service:
Best Off-Campus Housing:
Best Place for Worship:
Best Place to be Spoiled by 
Your Parents:
Best Place to Study:
Best Place to Take a Date:
Best Bar:
Best Place for Happy Hour:
Best Place for Karaoke:




Best Place for a Haircut:







Best Place for Outdoor Recreation:





Best Place to Eat on Campus:
Best Professor:
Best Sorority:






Best Place to Bargain Shop:





First and Last Name:
Preferred E-mail:
WKU 800#:
Vote for your favorites in and around 
Bowling Green to enter for a chance 
to win an iPad or WKU gear!
You can choose to vote in one category or all 50, but please 
only vote for businesses located in the Bowling Green/Warren 
County area. Only WKU students, faculty and staff are 
eligible to vote, and each ballot MUST include a valid 800 
number. All entries must be received by 4:30 p.m. April 20. 
You can only enter once, either online at wkuherald.com OR by 
returning this paper ballot to the Student Publications Center.
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On Monday night, a 
signal failure from an 
antenna caused some TV 
airings — including the 
NCAA championship — 
to become unavailable 
for students living in the 
dorms.
The channels were 
40.2, which is CBS,  and 
channel 40.1, which is 
NBC.
WKU provides cable 
to the dorms through 
a service called WKU 
Campus Cable.
John Coe, CATV en-
gineer for Student Tele-
vision Services, said the 
antenna only caused the 
loss of channel 40. 
He said the antenna 
was changed over to an-
other one while repairs 
are made.
Louisville junior Sarah 
Sheldon, a resident as-
sistant in Southwest Hall, 
said the reaction to the sig-
nal loss was pretty mild.
“I’m guessing we 
had a lot of people go 
off campus to watch it,” 
Sheldon said.
Sheldon said her 
residents told her they 
weren’t getting CBS.
“We had a couple of 
people who kept com-
ing and saying, ‘What’s 
wrong with the TVs? 
What’s wrong with the 
TVs?’” she said.
Sheldon said there 
wasn’t much she could 
do to help them.
“I said that I didn’t 
think housing controlled 
that and there was noth-
ing I could do to fi x it,” 
she said.
Fans who stayed on 
campus dealt with the sig-
nal loss in different ways.
Some students were 
able to stream the game 
through their computers to 
the TV in dorm lounges or 
lobby. Others watched the 
game on their computers 
alone.
Springfi eld, Ill., ju-
nior Alex Fahnders, an 
RA in Keen Hall watched 
the game in his room by 
himself. Fahnders said 
his dorm’s lobby wasn’t 
much of a meeting place 
for fans.
“The lobby was de-
serted, actually,” Fahn-
ders said. “It was on in 
the lobby, but it was go-
ing out — it was on the 
fritz. There were people 
sitting there. But they 
weren’t really watching 
it.”
Fahnders said most 
people who wanted to 
watch the game left when 
the channel went out.
“I think people were 
smart enough to realize 
that it wasn’t going to 
work,” he said. “Most 
people were going to go 
off campus anyway to 
watch it. If they had to 
watch it on campus, they 





out during NCAA 
championship
After many months, the search 
for WKU’s new associate provost of 
Graduate and Advanced Studies/as-
sociate vice president for Research 
has come up inconclusive.
Gordon Emslie, provost and vice 
president for Academic Affairs, said 
there was not suffi cient support for 
any of the three fi nal candidates 
from the search committee.
Merrall Price, associate dean of 
the University College and a mem-
ber of the search committee, said 
there was no candidate who seemed 
to fi t what they were looking for.
“I think that after the three can-
didates came to campus, the fac-
ulty and staff put in their input, and 
there was no candidate that seemed 
the obvious choice,” she said. “We 
didn’t fi nd anyone who was really 
exactly what we envisioned.
“Knowing what we know now, 
we might’ve done things a little dif-
ferently.”
The search will not be extended 
but is considered failed, Emslie said. 
This means the university will be 
starting a new search from scratch, 
which includes creating a new 
search committee.
“We have to think about a new 
search committee and sit down and 
discuss the previous search and 
what improvements we could pos-
sibly make,” he said.
Emslie said that while the search 
committee will be a new one, it may 
include some of the same people. He 
would also like to use this search as 
a lesson.
“I think all search committees 
learn a lot about the search process 
and the job in particular,” he said. 
“I think it’d be useful to draw on 
some of the experience, but it will 
not necessarily be the same search 
committee.”
However, Emslie said he would 
not rule out putting some of the 
same people on the search commit-
tee, and Price said she would like to 
continue to be on it.
The position would report to both 
Emslie and Gordon Baylis, vice 
president for Research, but Baylis 
said the description was not defi ned 
specifi cally and was left open for in-
terpretation.
However, because of the failed 
search, the position description may 
be rewritten and clarifi ed, Price said.
“That’s in part what may have 
put people off a little bit,” she said. 
“It wasn’t clear from the old job ad-
vertisement where the person fi t in 
the university.
“We’re hoping if we change it 
around some, we can do a better 
thing. Emslie once said, ‘We don’t 
want to hire an average person for 
this job.’ So in other words, it’s bet-
ter not to have anyone in this posi-
tion than to hire someone who is just 
okay.”
The three fi nalists were Kinchel 
Doerner, current interim dean of 
Graduate Studies and Research at 
WKU; Jennifer Keane-Dawes, cur-
rent dean of Graduate Studies at 
the University of Maryland East-
ern Shore; and Bruce Landman, the 
current interim and founding dean 
of Mathematics and Science at the 
University of West Georgia.
For now, Doerner will continue 
to serve as interim dean. Emslie said 
there is not an offi cial time set to 
reopen the search, but it will not be 
long before they begin.





Tyler Wittmer, a 
member of FIJI, 
plays on an infl at-
able jousting arena 
with 14-year-old 
Ben Daniel of Bowl-
ing Green during 
the Bowling Green 
Spring Luau at 
Bowling Green High 
School March 31. All 
proceeds from the 
event, which was 
sponsored by Fiji, 







We had a couple 
of people who 
kept coming and 
saying, ‘What’s 
wrong with the 
TVs? What’s 
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Forrest was an afterthought last season on a 
secondary that was rated as one of the best in the 
Sun Belt. He saw action in just three games in 
WKU’s fi rst winning season since 2007.
Taggart said a discouraged Forrest came to 
him at one point for advice on getting back into 
the team’s defensive rotation.
“He came up and said, ‘Coach, what do I have 
to do to get my job back?’ ‘Same thing that guy 
did to take your job,’” he said.
That conversation helped turn Forrest’s career 
at WKU around. He’s been a playmaker for the 
Toppers during their fi rst 10 spring practices.
The starting job at cornerback is competitive 
this season. There are currently 12 defensive 
backs on WKU’s roster, and a few more junior 
college recruits are expected to join the team by 
fall.
Forrest said competition at practice has 
motivated not just him, but everyone on the squad.
“There’s competition every day,” he said. 
“It’s constantly competitive — every day, every 
play. There’s just competition everywhere. It’s a 
competition drinking water.”
Taggart said right now, the starting job is 
Forrest’s to lose.
“He came out with the mindset, ‘I’m going to 
have the best spring I can have, and I’m going to 
take somebody’s job,’ and right now he’s done 
that,”  Taggart said. “We’re feeling good about 
what he’s doing.”
Forrest said the energy at spring practice has 
been helped by how WKU ended its 2011 season, 
winning seven of its last eight but being denied a 
bowl berth. Forrest said this is the most motivated 
he’s ever seen the Toppers at spring practice.
“We’ve got more energy,” he said. “You can 
feel the energy in practice. It’s just looking way 
better.”
Taggart said Forrest is a great example of how 
anyone can become a playmaker for WKU, no 
matter where they sit on the depth chart.
“Every single day he’s making plays,” Taggart 
said. “Every single day he’s coming out ready to 




Senior right fi elder 
Ryan Hutchison agreed 
with Myers, given 
his experiences there 
throughout his career.
“It’s a hostile 
environment to play in,” 
Hutchison said. “We’ve 
just got to be ready to 
play.”
The Ragin’ Cajuns’ 
Friday and Saturday 
starters — junior right-
hander Jordan Nicholson 
and junior left-hander 
Chris Griffi tt — have 
combined for a 3.89 ERA 
this season.
Myers said WKU’s 
pitching will have to be 
on top of its game this 
weekend because ULL is 
so good on the mound.
“They can really 
pitch,” Myers said. 
“We’re going to have to 
go down there and pitch 
well, because offensively, 
we’re not going to get 
many chances. I mean, 
they really pitch well.”
Sophomore left-
hander Austin Clay said 
the pitching staff will be 
ready to go.
“We’ve got a full staff 
ready to go this weekend 
and have our good starters 
coming up,” Clay said.
Myers said it’s “easy” 
to focus on the upcoming 
Sun Belt series and 
not on the lackluster 
performance against 
Louisville.
“The No. 1 goal for us 
is Sun Belt Conference 
play,” Myers said. “We’ve 
got a chance to move in 
the top four this weekend 
with a good weekend, 
potentially. That’s the 
focus.”
The Toppers currently 
sit tied for fi fth place in 
the Sun Belt standings 
with Florida International 
— trailing Florida 
Atlantic, Arkansas State, 
South Alabama and 
Middle Tennessee State.
Hutchison said 
he’s excited for the 
opportunity to move up in 
the standings.
“We know we’re going 
down to Lafayette for a 
long trip, and we know 
that we’ve put ourselves 
in a good position,” 
Hutchison said. “If we 
win two or three this 





Boyden back at WKU as an 
assistant
Former player and assistant coach 
David Boyden will return to WKU as an 
assistant coach next season, Head Coach 
Ray Harper announced Wednesday.
Boyden played for WKU from 2000-
2003 and served as an assistant coach 
from 2008-2010.
“I got that unique experience as an 
undergraduate, a grad student, a coach 
twice, as a player and as a fan just be-
ing here,” Boyden said. “Just the ins and 
outs and understanding what wearing the 
jersey feels like and understanding how 
important this job is and understanding 
how important it is to so many people 
around here is a feeling that I hold near 
and dear to my heart. I take great pride 
in being here.”
Boyden served as an assistant coach 
at Tennessee Tech last season.
He fi lls the void left by former as-
sistant Kip Wellman, a departure that 
Harper announced last week.
Andrew Theokas, who served as 
WKU’s Director of Basketball Opera-
tions, is also no longer with the program. 
That position has yet to be fi lled.
He’ll earn a base salary of $100,000.
Boyden, who hails from Richmond, 
Va., said since his family has moved 
elsewhere, Bowling Green is the closest 
he has to “home,” and he’s excited to be 
back.
“Honestly it’s kind of an overwhelm-
ing experience,” he said. “I feel like, ob-
viously, the experience to come here as 
a player and as an assistant coach previ-
ously and an assistant coach again — it’s 
defi nitely an unbelievable feeling, and 
it’s home away from home.”
— Cole Claybourn
For more








The Real Estate Program offers several options 
which prepare students for increasing levels of 
responsibility and career choices within the fi eld 
of real estate like:
• Real Estate Licensure Examinations
• Earn a Certifi cate in Real Estate




• Offi ce Systems
• Paralegal
• Real Estate




He committed to WKU as a sophomore in 
high school and was largely responsible for help-
ing bring other players to the program in his sign-
ing class. 
He became the fi rst freshman in WKU history 
to lead the team in scoring since freshmen be-
came eligible in the 1972-73 season. He fi nished 
with 412 points — 49 short of Courtney Lee’s re-
cord of 461 as a freshman in 2004-2005.
Harper said he’s not worried that Gordon’s de-
parture will cause a “snowball effect” where other 
players would leave as well. He downplayed the 
impact it would have on next season and those 
that follow, saying he sees “nothing different.”
 “Don’t make this bigger than it is,” he said. 
“One player is not the WKU program.”
Harper said he had several talks with Gordon 
about the decision and they both came to the con-
clusion that it was in Gordon’s best interest to 
play closer to home.
“Derrick’s a unique kid. I think he just missed 
his family and it was tough on him,” Harper said. 
“We tried to support him in every way and we’ll 
continue to do that.”
Gordon hasn’t released any potential schools 
where he might continue his career. He’ll have 
to sit out a year due to transfer rules, unless he 
decides to play a Division II school, but that’s not 
something Harper thinks will happen.
“I just hope he has continued success on and 
off the court,” he said.
GORDON
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
This guy wanted so badly to 
get here and be a star that as a high 
school junior he had already la-
beled himself “Mr. Hilltopper.”
And as Topper basketball grew 
worse and worse over the 2009-
2010 and 2010-2011 seasons, the 
legend of this Mr. Hilltopper be-
came bigger.
Gordon recruited as hard as the 
coaches, trying to get other players 
of his caliber to play their college 
ball in Bowling Green, convincing 
recruits they could be part of a reset 
of WKU basketball.
He and his friends came to 
WKU and accomplished just that.
They turned a lost season into 
a Sun Belt Conference title, an 
NCAA Tournament berth and hope 
for the future.
Now, just weeks after they did 
it — poof — Gordon’s gone.
Mr. Hilltopper is gone from 
WKU, transferring to a school to 
be determined, in order to be closer 
to his family.
On the surface his transfer from 
WKU doesn’t make much sense.
This guy, driven by fame and at-
tention, had all he could’ve wanted 
here in Bowling Green.
But sometimes a guy just has to 
be back home.
Gordon has a well-documented 
family situation concerning his in-
carcerated brother.
As a guy close to my two 
younger brothers, I can’t begin to 
imagine how heavily it’s weighed 
on Gordon to focus on Division I 
college basketball while your best 
friend is locked up in prison.
Even without that situation, he 
was still in a place far from home, 
where his parents couldn’t come 
watch him play.
Gordon’s coach, Ray Harper, 
faced a similar situation himself 
years ago, when he played college 
basketball at Texas, hours away 
from his Muhlenberg Co., roots.
He eventually came back home 
to Kentucky Wesleyan College, 
where he fi nished out his career 
just down the road from where he 
grew up.
So Harper didn’t have any hard 
feelings toward Gordon when he 
talked to media on Thursday, and 
neither should WKU fans.
In the end, Gordon is doing 
what’s best for him and his family.
But it’s sure not how we ex-
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After last weekend’s late-
inning collapses cost WKU 
some victories against North 
Texas, the coaching staff 
challenged the pitchers in 
practice. 
The Lady Toppers (21-14-
1) had leads going into the 
seventh inning of all three of 
their games against the Mean 
Green last weekend but suf-
fered two losses and their fi rst 
tie of the season. 
Assistant coach Bonnie 
Bynum set out to correct the 
fl aws she saw in late inning 
pitching by running drills that 
forced them to focus. 
“I had them pick their best 
two pitches, had them throw 
three of each pitch on a full 
count, and for every time they 
didn’t succeed, there was a 
punishment for it,” she said. 
Bynum said the punish-
ments were severe to help 
simulate the pressure felt in 
critical game situations. 
One of her punishments, 
“the log roll,” involved hav-
ing a pitcher roll themselves 
from one end of the soccer 
fi eld to the other. 
Junior pitcher Kim Wag-
ner said she understood the 
message the coaches were 
trying to get across. 
“They’ve been trying to 
simulate pressure and have 
us try to work through it,” she 
said. “And if we don’t, we 
get to do some kind of crazy 
stuff.”
Wagner didn’t really want 
to talk about her log roll ex-
perience that she said left her 
tired and disoriented as she 
struggled through a test in her 
next class after practice. 
When talking about her 
struggles in the series against 
North Texas in which she 
gave up nine runs in 9 1/3 
innings pitched, Wagner said 
she never lost confi dence in 
her best pitches. 
“I still feel real confi dent 
in my game, my pitches 
and my teammates,” she 
said. “Sometimes you throw 
what you want to throw, and 
it just doesn’t work out. And 
that’s how this weekend 
was.” 
Bynum thinks they will 
be able to put last weekend’s 
games behind them, though, 
saying she got the results 
she was looking for from her 
pitcher in Wednesday’s prac-
tice. 
“I challenged them again 
with the two pitches that they 
worked on, and our pitchers 
succeeded 100 percent,” she 
said. “I think they’re getting 
a handle on what we expect 
from them. 
“You can’t take a pitch 
off, and every pitch matters, 
whether it’s in practice or a 
game.” 
Junior infi elder Ciara Gar-
cia said even though the of-
fense was able to put up runs 
last weekend, the defense 
was challenged in a similar 
fashion to the way pitchers 
were.
“Basically, it was pressure 
situations where you had to 
fi eld so many balls, and if you 
didn’t, you would have to run 
or do crunches,” she said. “It 
makes you be aggressive and 
go hard at the ball.”
As the Lady Toppers re-
turn home to face conference 
opponent Troy this weekend, 
Garcia and the rest of the 
team feel they’ll be able to 
eliminate some of the mis-
takes they worked to correct 
in practice. 
“We’re hungry,” she 
said. “We’re hungry for the 
sweep, and we’re going to 
be at home, so we’re ex-
cited about that. We’re just 
pumped, and we’re going to 
fi ght for it all.”
SOFTBALL
TRACK
WKU track & fi eld will divide but hopes to conquer
Coaches look to correct mistakes, challenge players
By HASANI GRAYSON
sports@wkuherald.com
WKU’s track and fi eld 
team will split this week-
end, as members will travel 
to three different schools — 
Bellarmine, Florida and Stan-
ford.
Head Coach Erik Jenkins 
will travel to Florida with the 
team of sprinters, assistant 
coach Craig Morehead will 
be at Bellarmine with the 
throwers, and women’s dis-
tance coach Michelle Scott 
will travel with distance run-
ners for the Stanford Invita-
tional.
Jenkins expects all teams 
to do well.
“I think we’ll do good, be-
cause everywhere we’re go-
ing is set up for good compe-
tition,” Jenkins said. “Florida 
is one of the premier schools 
for jumping, sprinting and 
now throws in the country. 
Stanford is the place you 
want to be if you’re a distance 
runner to run fast … It’s no 
secret Stanford sets up to run 
fast, and then Bellarmine cre-
ates another opportunity for 
our other kids who aren’t at 
those meets to go up against 
quality competition against 
quality Division I teams.”
Competition at each meet 
runs from Friday to Saturday.
Although the team has 
never traveled to Bellarmine 
to compete in their invitation-
al, senior thrower Adesola 
Adeduro knows what she’s 
expecting from herself.
“As of right now, I’m ex-
pecting to stay consistent with 
my marks from last weekend 
and working the ball to fi nish 
the hop and push the ball after 
countering it,” she said. “This 
causes the ball to move faster 
and go further.”
Sprinters scheduled to run 
on Friday will face tempera-
tures in the high 80s, while 
throwers and distance run-
ners will compete in weather 
conditions in the low 60s.
For sophomore sprinters 
Gelela Cooley and De’Myco 
Winston, heat is the least 
of their worries. Cooley, a 
Gainesville, Fla., native, said 
earlier in the week that she 
looks forward to seeing her 
family and friends the most.
“I’m very excited — I re-
ally miss my mom and my 
siblings. Plus, my old high 
school track teammates will 
be there to cheer me on,” 
Cooley said. “I honestly can’t 
wait to see everyone.”
A graduate of Gainesville 
High School and the oldest 
sibling of four, Cooley has 
competed once on the Ga-
tors’ Pearcy Beard Track. 
With schools like LSU, Au-
burn and Georgia making an 
appearance, she’s expecting 
competition to be tough.
“A girl from FAMU (Flor-
ida Agricultural and Mechan-
ical University) swears she 
can beat me, and I’m ready to 
show her what’s up,” Cooley 
said.
One team the Toppers will 
meet in Florida is Missis-
sippi, a team they competed 
against last weekend. 
Winston, a Ruskin, Fla., 
native, who said he hasn’t 
seen his family in the last 
six months, said the pres-
ence of family members at 
this meet will aid in his suc-
cess on the track.
“It will mean a lot to see 
them, and I always do bet-
ter when I know I have them 
watching me,” he said.
Since 1939, the Pepsi 
Florida Relays have been a 
premiere meet for those in 
the southern region. Winston 
and Cooley have been pre-
paring since the beginning of 
the week. 
In practices, they worked 
on handoffs and fi nishing 
off strong.
“I’ve just been getting 
my mental mind state right 
to get out there and run 




Sheridan picked senior 
quarterback Kawaun Jakes 
and junior linebacker Andrew 
Jackson for his free agents. The 
red team has yet to decide on 
their two choices.
Taggart said even though the 
teams are chosen in more of a 
pickup game style, players are 
still expected to take the game 
seriously.
“That fi lm is going to get 
graded like the rest of them, and 
guys are going to get graded for 
a job,” he said. “They need to 
show up and show out and make 
things happen.”
Defense shooting for banner 
year
Last season, the WKU 
defense ranked near the top of 
the Sun Belt Conference in most 
statistical categories.
This year, the squad is 
shooting for a much bigger goal 
— national recognition.
“We’re trying to be ranked 
this year,” senior linebacker 
Tye Golden said. “We’re trying 
to be top fi ve on defense, every 
category. Special teams, offense 
— we want to strive for the 
best.”
Junior linebacker Andrew 
Jackson will likely be a big 
factor for the Toppers if they 
hope to achieve their goal.
Jackson, who led WKU with 
109 total tackles last season, 
said he’s going to try to get the 
whole linebacker corps better 
this year.
“This year, I’ve learned the 
defense — now I’m getting 
younger guys in place to make 
plays,” he said. “It ain’t about me 
anymore — it’s about all of us.”
Toppers looking to improve 
fi eld goal percentage
Anyone who picked up a 
stat sheet last season could tell 
that the Toppers had one area 
where they absolutely needed to 
improve this year: kicking.
WKU hit just fi ve of 20 fi eld 
goal attempts last season, by far 
the worst rate in the Sun Belt.
The Toppers have four players 
taking fi eld goal reps in practice 
this spring, and the starting job is 
up for grabs.
Special teams coordinator 
and former linebackers coach 
Karl Maslowski identifi ed 
sophomore Jesse Roy and junior 
Monte Merrick as two players 
who have made signifi cant 
improvements kicking this 
spring.
Maslowski said the kickers 
have hit around 77 percent of 
the fi eld goals they’ve attempted 
this spring.
“Eighty percent is our 
goal,” he said. “We’re not quite 
there yet, and we’re going to 
keep working. Those kids are 
working their butts off, and 
Coach Taggart moved me over 
from linebackers to work just 
with them to fi x the situation.”
GAME
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
It’s been somewhat of a roller coaster 
ride over the past week for WKU.
The Toppers dropped the fi rst game of 
last weekend’s series against Arkansas-
Little Rock while scoring just one run.
WKU (12-17, 4-5 Sun Belt 
Conference) bounced back to win the 
fi nal two games and secured its fi rst 
league series win with a combined 13 
runs.
But on Tuesday, the Toppers fell to 
defeat once again, this time at the hands 
of No. 18 Louisville by a score of 9-2 in a 
game where they accumulated just three 
hits.
While Head Coach Matt Myers said 
he’s not letting his team put the Louisville 
loss out of their minds, he wants to 
emphasize the importance of resuming 
Sun Belt play this weekend.
“I’m not giving them an excuse for 
a short memory,” Myers said. “But the 
No. 1 goal for us right now is conference 
play. We got to get down to Lafayette, 
and we got to make sure we try to win 
that series.”
WKU heads to ULL (13-15, 3-6) this 
weekend, with the fi rst game scheduled 
for 6 p.m. on Friday at Moore Field.
ULL is currently on a seven-game 
losing streak but is 8-5 at Moore Field 
this season and started the year with a 
six-game home winning streak.
Myers said the Ragin’ Cajuns has a 
really good atmosphere, which helps 
them play well at home.
Senior defensive back Jamal Forrest 
has had an up-and-down three years on the 
Hill.
He was WKU’s starting cornerback 
for most of his freshman year, recording 
32 tackles in 2009 and picking off a pass 
against Tennessee in his fi rst college game.
While his fi rst year seemed promising, 
he fell into a slump after his fi rst season and 
lost his starting job. His playing time and 
role on the team were severely diminished 
over the course of the past two years.
It looks like that’s all about to change in 
his senior season.
Head Coach Willie Taggart has praised 
his effort this spring and said Forrest is 
“the Jamal of the old.”
“He’s back to feeling like he can play 
and being the man, and he’s making plays 
every single day, and that’s what’s good to 
see,” Taggart said on Wednesday.
Forrest, a Miami native, said 
“development problems” have kept him 
off the fi eld for the most part during the 
last two seasons.
He said being one season away from 
the end of his college football career has 
motivated him to step up during practice.
“It’s my senior year, so I’m trying to 
leave it on the fi eld,” he said. “I don’t 
want any regrets, and I don’t want to look 
back and say, ‘I didn’t leave it all on the 
fi eld.’”
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Jamal Forrest rewriting ending to his time at WKU
SEE FORREST, PAGE 8
By KURT CARSON
sports@wkuherald.com







SEE GAME, PAGE 9
With just a week until the annual spring game, 
Head Coach WIllie Taggart and his coaching 
staff are beginning to get the red and white teams 
together to prepare for the scrimmage.
The Toppers have a unique method of 
choosing the red and white teams for the 
scrimmage.
The coaches have the opportunity to pick up 
two “free-agent” WKU players for their team 
before the rest of the players are “drafted” to a 
team on Saturday.
Quarterbacks coach Nick Sheridan will 
coach the white team, while the defensive line 
coach Eric Mathies will coach the red team.
SEE SUN BELT, PAGE 8
COOPER BURTON/HERALD
Senior defensive back Jamal Forrest stretches in Smith Stadium at the end of practice on Wednesday. 
Senior infi elder Ivan Hartle attempts to turn 
a double play against Arkansas-Little Rock 
at Nick Denes Field on March 30.
CONNOR CHOATE/HERALD
BASEBALL
Freshman guard Gordon transferring from WKU
COLUMN
After a season that gave fans 
renewed hope and optimism, 
WKU basketball received a big 
blow on Thursday.
Freshman guard Derrick Gor-
don, WKU’s leading scorer and 
rebounder, announced that he’ll 
transfer from the program to con-
tinue his basketball career closer 
to his home in Plainfi eld, N.J.
Head Coach Ray Harper said 
he granted Gordon his release on 
Wednesday.
“This decision is not some-
thing I took lightly, and it came 
after many discussions with my 
family and the coaching staff. I 
have gone back-and-forth with 
this for many months,” Gordon 
said in a 
statement. 
“It is im-
portant to me 
that my fam-
ily be able to 
see me play 
more fre-
quently and 
for me to be 
able to visit everyone, including 
my brother, more regularly, and I 
believe it is best for me to continue 
my playing career closer to home.”
Gordon’s twin brother Darryl 
is incarcerated in New Jersey.
Gordon entered WKU as a four-
star rated prospect by Rivals.com 
— one of the highest rated recruits 
in WKU history.
He averaged 11.8 points and 
6.7 rebounds per game on his 
way to earning Third Team All-
Sun Belt Conference honors.
Gordon, who started all 35 
games for WKU this season, 
helped lead WKU to a Sun Belt 
Tournament title and a berth in 
the NCAA Tournament, where the 
Toppers fell in the second round to 
eventual champion Kentucky.
Believe it or not, 
Derrick Gordon only 
played here one year.
I know, it seems like 
the 6-foot-3 guard has 
been at WKU for a lot 
longer.
I fi rst heard of him 
when I was a freshman 
in the fall of 2009, two 
whole years before he 
got to college.
A friend told me 
about this guy from 
New Jersey, a big-time recruit who had cho-
sen WKU over other, bigger schools.
By COLE CLAYBOURN
sports@wkuherald.com
SEE GORDON, PAGE 8
DERRICK GORDON





SEE COLUMN, PAGE 8
BRAD STEPHENS
Upon Further Review
sports@wkuherald.com
Back
on the Field
